----- Original Message ----- 

From: Bob Wharff 

Sent: Sunday, March 06, 2005 11:54 AM

Subject: Legislative and banquet updates..........................

SFW WY Board,
 

I wanted to provide you with a recap of the legislative session and report on the SFW WY's first two banquets of the year.
 

Legislative Session
As most of you know, we achieved something this year that hasn't been possible in over 20 years.  We were able to establish a wildlife trust to protect, improve, and enhance wildlife habitat throughout Wyoming.  Several past attempts have failed because of opposition from agricultural and minerals industries.  SFW WY worked successfully with these groups to "get it done" as Karl Malone stated in one of our past SFW videos.  It appears that Governor Freudenthal is now faced with either passing the bill as it was adopted or implementing his line item veto powers as Wyoming's Governor.  He will be taking action on the bill at a signing ceremony Tuesday March 8, 2005 in Casper.  The event is scheduled for 11 a.m. at the National Historic Trails Interpretive Center.  He has invited former legislators who first proposed the idea of a wildlife trust in the 1980's, current legislators, and anyone else who may have an interest in wildlife or open spaces.  Either way, I hope SFW WY's members share a sense of pride and accomplishment with this years efforts and results.  
We did suffer the defeat of our public shooting facilities bill (HB271).  Dave Lockman worked tirelessly to get a bill drafted and presented to establish funding for public shooting facilities throughout Wyoming.  Dave sent out countless emails alerting sportsmen of our efforts, attempting to mobilize and inform sportsmen to provide public testimony.  We prevailed in the House; however, the Senate did not hear the bill as Majority Floor Leader Schiffer (R-Sheridan/Johnson) chose not to move the bill forward.  When Dave and I spoke with Senator Schiffer he stated that he felt it was the responsibility of the parents to provide for safe shooting experiences not the state.  At least he came out to talk about this bill as he refused to talk at all about SF037 which would have established some level of alternative funding for the WY G&F Department.  Senator Schiffer did provide us with some direction.  Hopefully, we can pursue other venues and get something going for next year.  
 

Banquet Updates
Fremont County held their third annual banquet Feb. 26th in Lander, WY.  They had a sold out event with over 400 (415) people in attendance.  Senator Craig Thomas and Director Terry Cleveland were the invited speakers.  Fremont County continues to hold a lot of excitement and energy.  Brett Berg/Bobby Lane and their committee did an awesome job rocking the house.  When the dust settles I believe they will have exceeded past performances.  Preliminary numbers indicate they should gross around $85,000.  More importantly, they have set the trend for a very successful banquet season.
 

Last night, Sweetwater County held their third annual banquet.  Once again, SFW faced a sold out event with over 270 people in attendance.  Eric Adams and his crew of homies far surpassed past efforts.  This year, the Sweetwater County chapter held their event in Green River, WY.  With several Corporate Tables being sold, their was plenty of money floating around the room.  The excitement and enthusiasm of the entire banquet committee was transferred throughout the crowd igniting an event to remember.  Veldon Kraft did a fantastic job of maintaining the excitement and energy throughout the live auction and everything moved along rapidly.  Never have I experienced an event where everything went off so smoothly.  The event had concluded ahead of schedule; yet, everyone still remained.  Some residents of Sweetwater County had never heard of SFW WY before last night.  Several stated how excited they were to learn about SFW and its accomplishments.  Many expressed a desire to participate in next years event.  Andy Boyak's mother (Margaret) made several center pieces which were placed on the Corporate Tables, adding a distinguished touch for their event.  This was by far one of the most enjoyable events I have ever attended.  The committee Eric has assembled worked so well together and several attendees expressed a desire to join in next years event as well.  This also appears to be the best banquet for Sweetwater County as well with a gross over approximately $45,000.  
 

Thanks again to all of you for your efforts.  It is truly amazing to a part of something as successful as SFW WY.  I am very grateful for the opportunity to represent each of you during the legislative session.  I know there was some concerns raised about the efforts of some to paint SFW as lackey's or pawn's of the Ag industry.  I firmly believe that Wyoming's Sportsmen have been well represented in Cheyenne.  I made a tremendous effort to inform everyone I could that our intent since April 19, 2004 was to obtain a wildlife trust which allowed for good things to happen for Wyoming's wildlife; yet, caused no harm to Wyoming's current multiple use practices or industries.  I believe that "Wildlife and Natural Resources Funding Act" will do just that.  
 

It truly is a great time to be a sportsman (sportswoman) in Wyoming.
 

Thanks again,
 

Robert Wharff
Executive Director
Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife of Wyoming
P.O. Box 1635
Evanston, WY
82931-1635
(307) 789-4093 (W)
(307) 799-8944 (M)
rwharff@allwest.net
